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INTRODUCTION
Wood pallets have been used for years in warehouse, 
manufacturing, and distribution operations. In fact, they 
are the most efficient method of shipping, moving, and 
storing goods. However, once pallets have achieved their 
purpose, they are often stacked inside buildings in out-of-
the way corners, near loading docks, or in outdoor storage 
yards.

THE HAZARDS
Empty, or idle, pallets represent a serious fire hazard. They 
are usually made of cheap wood that dries out quickly, 
and broken or splintered ends make great kindling. 
Stacking them is a sure way to invite trouble and they burn 
hot and fast. Consider these facts:
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•	 The higher the stack, the greater the volatility, and 
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