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SELECTION AND USE
Choose the respiratory protective equipment based 
on the conditions under which it will be used. A careful 
analysis of the contaminants present in the workplace 
will help determine the specific type and classification 
of protection device that should be used. Before selecting 
equipment, ask the following questions:

• What types of substance will the worker be exposed
to on the job?

• What are the physical properties and hazards of each
substance?

• What are the conditions of exposure and what is the
expected concentration of air contamination?

• Will there will be adequate oxygen in the air (>19.5%)?
Note that some contaminants can significantly displace
oxygen.

• What are the physical limitations that could impact the
safety of workers (e.g., restriction of movement)?

• Has adequate training been provided to workers
regarding the use and fit of a respirator?

• Do you have a formal safety program in place?

Special note: Workers using respirators in oxygen deficient 
atmospheres (< 19.5%), or where high concentrations 
of toxic contaminants exist, should be provided with an 
independent source of clean air. The separate supply of air 
must meet strict requirements (Type 1, Class D air - ANSI/
CGA) and should be routinely checked for ox 
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