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Introduction
Why Mulch Fires Are on the Rise and Potential Solutions
Mulch fires in recent years have increased in frequency 
and severity resulting in large property losses, business 
interruption, bodily injury and loss of life.

Typically applied after shrubs and ground covers are 
planted, mulch material is chosen for aesthetic appeal, 
color, cost savings, weed reduction, dust abatement and 
soil moisture retention.



Other seasonal and geographic factors – such as below 
average rainfall, extremely dry conditions, abnormally high 
winds, and weathering of mulch over time due to exposure 
to heat or direct sunlight – increases the likelihood of 
serious property damage from mulch fires.

Example of a Recent Loss in the United States 
In April 2014, a customer of a fast food store located in the 
Upper Midwest discarded a cigarette butt while entering the 
building to pick up his food. The cigarette butt fell into the 


