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The Calm Before  
the Storm 

Construction Site 
Hurricane Protection



Engineering and construction firms that operate in 
the “hurricane belt” are acutely aware of the hazards 
that hurricanes pose to construction sites, with their 
incomplete structures; expensive machinery and 
equipment; materials and finishes that are easily 
damaged by water; flood-prone excavations; and 
building materials such as lumber, sheathing and 
piping that can quickly become projectiles in high 
winds. However, contractors often make the mistake of 
waiting to “batten down the hatches” until a hurricane is 
imminent, with inadequate time to protect the project. 

Enclosed in this information kit are documents to aid 
in preparing a Hurricane Action Plan that can help you 
protect your construction site from this storm event.

These materials were compiled by Allianz Risk 
Consulting (ARC) risk specialists based on extensive 
years of consultation with construction and engineering 
firms that operate in hurricane-prone regions. This 
information kit provides general information and 
recommendations that may apply to many different 
situations. Any recommendations described in this 
information kit are not intended to be specific to your 
unique situation. Consult with your staff and specialists 
to determine how and whether the information in 
this information kit might guide you in developing 
specific plans and procedures for your operations. This 
information kit does not substitute for legal advice, 
which should come from your own counsel.

With peak wind speeds that exceed 186 mph, 
hurricanes can cause catastrophic damage to 
structures under construction. 
With correct planning, you can protect your 
construction site and mitigate potential damage  
from this extreme-weather event.

Hurricane Action Planning Kit 
Materials Include:

	 •	 Pre-construction Checklist

	 •	 Tropical Storm Checklist

	 •	 Hurricane Watch Checklist

	 •	 Hurricane Warning Checklist

	 •	 Hurricane Recovery Checklist

	 •	



Hurricane Preparedness  
for the Construction Site
A Contractor’s Loss Prevention Guide



Hurricane Action Plans should consider the following: 



Definitions*
The following definitions are critical to understanding hurricanes and 
their potential impact on construction projects:

Hurricane Season 
The portion of the year having a relatively high incidence of 
hurricanes. The hurricane season in the Atlantic, Caribbean and Gulf 
of Mexico runs from June 1 to November 30. The hurricane season 
in the Eastern Pacific basin runs from May 15 to November 30. The 
hurricane season in the Central Pacific basin runs from June 1 to 
November 30.

Hurricane / Typhoon 
A tropical cyclone in which the maximum sustained surface wind 
(using the U.S. 1-minute average) is 74 mph (64 knots) or more. The 
term “hurricane” is used for Northern Hemisphere tropical cyclones 
east of the International Dateline to the Greenwich Meridian. The 
term “typhoon” is used for Pacific tropical cyclones north of the 
Equator and west of the International Dateline.

Hurricane Warning 
An announcement that hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 
mph or higher) are expected somewhere within the specified coastal 
area. Because hurricane preparedness activities become difficult 
once winds reach tropical storm force, the hurricane warning is 
issued less than 24 to 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of 
tropical storm-force winds.

Hurricane Watch 
An announcement that hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 
mph or higher) are possible within the specified coastal area. Because 
hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach 
tropical storm force, the hurricane watch is issued 48 hours in advance of 
the anticipated onset of tropical storm-force winds.



Definitions* continued
Major Hurricane 
A hurricane that is classified as Category 3 or higher.

Potential Hurricane 
When a storm is named and becomes a Tropical Storm (as defined for the 
purposes of this guide).

Storm Surge 
An abnormal rise in sea level accompanying a hurricane or other intense storm, 
and whose height is the difference between the observed level of the sea surface 
and the level that would have occurred in the absence of the cyclone. Storm 
surge is usually estimated by subtracting the normal or astronomic high tide 
from the observed storm tide. 

Tropical Depression 
An organized system of persistent clouds and thunderstorms with a closed, low-
level circulation and maximum sustained winds of 38 mph (33 knots) or less.

Tropical Storm 
An organized system of strong thunderstorms with a well-defined circulation and 
maximum sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph 
 (34 to 63 knots).

* Source is the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
National Hurricane Center 
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Hurricane Response Team Form

Backup Personnel

Name_ _______________________________________Work Title_______________________________________

Hurricane Role_________________________________________________________________________________

Residence Location_____________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone_______________________________ Residence Phone_______________________________________

Personal email_________________________________________________________________________________

Name_ _______________________________________Work Title_______________________________________

Hurricane Role_________________________________________________________________________________

Residence Location_____________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone_______________________________ Residence Phone_______________________________________

Personal email_________________________________________________________________________________

Name_ _______________________________________Work Title_______________________________________

Hurricane Role_________________________________________________________________________________

Residence Location_____________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone_______________________________ Residence Phone_______________________________________

Personal email_________________________________________________________________________________
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This article provides general information and recommendations that may apply to many different situations. Any recommendations described in this article are not intended 

to be specific to your unique situation. Consult with your staff and specialists to determine how and whether the information in this article might guide you in developing 

specific plans or procedures for your operations. This article does not substitute for legal advice, which should come from your own counsel.





Hurricane Recovery Team Form

Backup Personnel

Name
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Typical Hurricane Preparation 
Materials and Equipment 
Hurricane Action Plan

Sand bags

Generators

Fuel



Typical Hurricane Preparation Materials and Equipment
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This article provides general information and recommendations that may apply to many different situations. Any recommendations described in this article are not intended 

to be specific to your unique situation. Consult with your staff and specialists to determine how and whether the information in this article might guide you in developing 

specific plans or procedures for your operations. This article does not substitute for legal advice, which should come from your own counsel.

Hurricane Preparation Materials      Source 
and Equipment*
Wire

Netting

Plastic Sheeting

Garbage Bags

Concrete Anchors (to secure netted items 
to concrete floors)

Ground Anchors for Office Trailers and 
Shipping Containers and/or 55 gallon 
Drums filled with Concrete

Misc. Hardware and Fasteners

Duct Tape

* These are only example materials and equipment and should be revised for each project.



Task or Activity to be 
Completed

Individual(s) 
Assigned 
Responsibility

Required 
Completion 
Date



Tropical Storm Action Items 
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This article provides general information and recommendations that may apply to many different situations. Any recommendations described in this article are not intended 

to be specific to your unique situation. Consult with your staff and specialists to determine how and whether the information in this article might guide you in developing 

specific plans or procedures for your operations. This article does not substitute for legal advice, which should come from your own counsel.

Task or Activity to be 
Completed

Individual(s) 
Assigned 
Responsibility

Required 
Completion 
Date

Date 
Completed



Task or Activity to be 
Completed

Individual(s) 
Assigned 
Responsibility

Required 
Completion 
Date

Date 
Completed
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Hurricane Watch 
Action Items  
Hurricane Action Plan





Task or Activity to be 
Completed

Individual(s) 
Assigned 
Responsibility

Required 
Completion 
Date

Date 
Completed
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Hurricane Warning 
Action Items  
Hurricane Action Plan
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Hurricane Warning Action Items   

This article provides general information and recommendations that may apply to many different situations. Any recommendations described in this article are not intended 









Hurricane Recovery Operation Supplies *             Source

Adequate fire extinguishers (municipal water may not 
be available)

Satellite phones (cell phone service may not be 
available)

Plastic sheeting / Tarps and temporary roof repair 
materials / Roofing paper

Garbage Bags

Power Cords

Temporary housing (supplied as needed)

First Aid Medical Equipment (if applicable, verify that 
recovery team members have an adequate supply of 
their prescription medication)

Dumpsters

Batteries

Fuel

Clorox Bleach for disinfecting

* These are only example supplies and should be revised for each project.



Typical Recovery Operation Supplies 
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This article provides general information and recommendations that may apply to many different situations. Any recommendations described in this article are not intended 

to be specific to your unique situation. Consult with your staff and specialists to determine how and whether the information in this article might guide you in developing 

specific plans or procedures for your operations. This article does not substitute for legal advice, which should come from your own counsel.

Hurricane Recovery Operation Supplies *             Source

Protective clothing and equipment (overalls, rubber boots, 
gloves, steel-toed boots, hard hat, eye protection, etc.)

Binoculars

Lumber, screws, nails, powder actuated fastener

Cash should be on hand for food, supplies, equipment, 
etc (credit and checks may not be accepted)

Mops, brooms, squeegees and absorbents

Temporary Housing (tents or mobile homes),  
Sleeping bags 

* These are only example supplies and should be revised for each project.
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